
"My past doesn’t control me … it DEFINES me … My past gave me my purpose ...  
To bring visibility to the invisible children lost on the streets” 

Marnie Grundman | Keynote | Author | Expert | Advocate | Shared Hope Ambassador 

Runaway | Homeless 
Youth  Advocate and Expert Marnie 
Grundman is the author of 
MISSING: A True Story of a 
Childhood Lost. Marnie has been 
featured on major television and 

radio shows such as Breakfast Television, Global 
News, CP24 News, The Marilyn Denis Show, Young 
Justice with Zach Rhoads, Here and Now CBC, 
NewsTalk 1010, Wise Women Canada, CJAD, 
Experience 50, Lifeology with James Miller and the 
National Association of Adult Survivors of Child 
Abuse. 
 
A child who belonged to no one, missing at the tender 
age of 13, she spent years living on the streets where 
she experienced the worst of humanity firsthand,  In 
her darkest hours while living in an apartment 
complex sauna, she was sure that everyone who 
knew her had forgotten that she even existed. It was 
in those desperate hours that she decided she was 
paying up front for a better life that lay ahead.
 
What began as a story of healing led to one of 
triumph, of the power of the human spirit, of one 
woman's surthrival against all odds. Marnie has since 
become an advocate for the missing, working to 
change the perception of runaway children so they 
might finally get the help they desperately need.

Marnie speaks on a variety of topics related to 
children, child abuse, runaways, homeless youth, sex 
trafficking and healing from trauma. While her number 
one mission is to break the stereotypes related to 
runaways and the homeless she also speaks on 
variety of topics designed to motivate people to reach 
beyond the stars. 

Marnie’s personal experience as a homeless youth 
and runaway gives her the ability to share a first hand 
insight that touches and inspires her audience. She is 
candid and possesses a vulnerability that allows her 
to connect on a deep level with her listeners. 

Specialties:
Understanding the impact of child abuse: Emotional, 
physical and sexual. How to heal from trauma and 
child abuse. Runaways/homeless youth What they 
face, why they run, and how to serve them when they 
return. 

Available For: 
*Book Signings
*Book Clubs
*Panel discussions
*Articles
*Interviews
*Presentations
*Consulting
*Training - Sensitivity - Prevention - Intervention
*Conferences

Location: 
Toronto, Ontario
Available to travel in US, Canada & Europe

Once upon a time I was a missing child, a child of the streets. I began running 
away at the age of five after my mother dropped me out of a a two-story window. Two 
broken arms later I was sent to live with my grandparents…the creators of my mother. I spent 
the rest of my childhood running, for the last time at the tender age of 13 - this time for good.

MISSING: A True Story of a Childhood LOST 
is a story of a young girl’s survival, a woman’s surthrival. It is a story of suffering, of rising up 
against all odds and discovering an appreciation of life. 

“I decided that I was going through this hell as a kind of prepayment for a good life. From a very 
young age I always knew better days lay ahead. Now I had an explanation as to why: I was 
paying up front. I decided that I destined for greatness and I just had to power through.”

Follow Marnie through her journey from stolen childhood to empowered woman as she details 
first-hand the power of the human spirit to heal and love. 

“She is living proof that no matter what life hands you, you have within you the spirit to rise, to 
rewrite the outcome of your story, to create a life filled with love and happiness.”

"An elegant summation of the complexities concerning abuse, trauma, and homelessness; an 
interactive dance between reality and prose, Marnie Grundman's, MISSING: A True Story Of A 
Childhood Lost is a gift to society, offering us all a much needed 21st century upgrade to our 
social software."  ~ Zach Rhoads - Television host of Young Justice

Video:
www.bttoronto.ca/videos/marnie-grundman-joins-us-to-talk-about-her-new-memoir/

www.btmontreal.ca/videos/homeless-youth-taking-the-stigma-away-from-runaways/

www.globalnews.ca/video/3212637/focus-montreal-a-childhood-lost 

“Marnie will engage and inspire your audience, and offer them a story they will not 
soon forget."
 
Stacey Carcao ~ Manager, Events | Covenant House Toronto
 
“Marnie had the audience captivated instantly ... you could hear a pin drop. That's 
quite the feat when you're speaking to over 250 guests.”
 
Diane Pinsky Rothman ~ Event co-chair | Love MyToronto
 
“Marnie came to speak at Wilfrid Laurier’s 5 Days for the Homeless campaign, and 
left the crowd speechless. I highly recommend Marnie’s book “Missing” to all ages, 
as the message she sends is eyeopening. We often don’t stop to think about the 
stories behind faces and are quick to judge. Marnie helps break this stereotype by 
sharing her story and is living proof of how far a random act of kindness can go. 
She is a role model we are all lucky to have!"”
 
Marnie McCormac ~ Director of Education | Laurier 5 Days for the Homeless Campaign 

“I slept out for Covenant House last week, and saw your speech. It was 
captivating; as though you were speaking personally to each and everyone in the 
room. Thank you for sharing your story. I learned so much, and I was rather 
moved.”
 
“Marnie the triumphs of your life are amazing. You are the absolute 
embodiment of the incredible potential that can be unleashed when 
children are given even just a bit of encouragement and direction. 
Thank-you for sharing your story. It's making all the difference in 
the world!”

Ready to be INSPIRED?
Book Marnie to speak at your event
Media Inquiries
LoveMarnie@me.com
647.988.2667
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Links:                    
www.MarnieGrundman.com   
www.Twitter.com/MarnieGrudman 
www.linkedin.com/in/marniegrundman 
www.facebook.com/marniegrundmanauthor/ 
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